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Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (4.23 pm): | rise to speak to this cognate debate
concerning local government in Queensland—the Local Government and Other Legislation (Indigenous
Regional Councils) Amendment Bill 2007 and the Local Government Amendment Bill 2007. Much of the
debate in the House this year has been consumed with local government issues sparked by the Labor
government’s move to dismantle local councils across Queensland in favour of a centralised bureaucratic
system. The Queensland coalition is vehemently against forced council amalgamations, as | am sure
Queenslanders are well aware. It is also quite clear where Queenslanders stand on the issue of council
mergers. They do not want these sweeping changes to local government. Despite this, the former Beattie
and now Bligh government have conquered local councils, endangering community in Queensland.

One of the bills before the House today reforms the Local Government Reform Implementation Act
2007 passed in this House in August. It is interesting that we find ourselves addressing these
amendments, because if we were to have believed the former Premier the clauses this bill amends would
have simply fallen off the statute books. On 21 August this year then Premier Peter Beattie attacked the
opposition leader and member for Callide when he raised the issue with the government. Mr Seeney
asked the Premier the legitimate and very relevant question of whether he would remove these provisions
from the statutes of Queensland. Rather than answering the question truthfully and respectfully, the former
Premier unleashed his attack on the opposition founded on inaccurate and misleading information. | refer
to page 2641 of the Hansard where the former Premier said—

We have made it absolutely clear that that part of the legislation will not be enforced. It will fall off the statute books ... by itself by
March next year. So it is over, it is finished, it is gone, it is done ...

The only thing over, finished, gone, done is the former Premier himself. The dictatorial provisions
threatening councils which took any action to request, arrange, assist, facilitate or cause a poll to be
conducted—a clause introduced at the eleventh hour by this arrogant government—survived this
scandalous legislation and live on today in statute. Law does not fall off the statute books. You can fall off a
horse, which metaphorically is what this government did in codifying these bullyboy clauses, but legislation
does not fall off the shelf and that is why we are now being forced to revisit these laws. It was shoddily
done and hastily cobbled together and now we are here rectifying the mistakes. The government has had
to get back on the horse again.

The Local Government Amendment Bill 2007 will remove the offending provisions preventing locals
governments from conducting polls about local government reform. This is obviously something the
Queensland coalition strongly supports. The fact that these provisions were even contemplated by a
supposedly democratic government defies belief. In Queensland and indeed Australia we live in an
egalitarian society, one where people are encouraged to form and express their own opinions. We actively
encourage citizens to convey their political thoughts on polling day. In fact, unlike some countries, one of
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which we will be discussing during the Amnesty motion later tonight, Australia demands that its citizens
exercise their democratic right to vote. The provisions this bill seeks to dispose of assault that very right,
and the members opposite should be ashamed for advocating it in the first instance. You cannot outlaw
democracy, which is what this Labor government tried to do. You cannot defend and promote a democratic
system by taking away the very freedoms that make it a democracy in the first place. Thankfully, this bill
restores the balance and reinstates for the record local governments’ right to stand up to such an
abominable assault on our democratic freedoms.

The second bill, the Local Government and Other Legislation (Indigenous Regional Councils)
Amendment Bill 2007, seeks to amend a raft of acts to facilitate the forced amalgamation of Indigenous
and Torres Strait Islander local councils. Allegedly, the objective of the bill is to strengthen governance in
the Torres Strait and northern peninsula and improve the efficiency and accountability of local government
in far-north Queensland. The Queensland coalition refutes this claim. My colleagues and | do not believe
that local government should be dismantled to achieve these objectives. | am fortunate enough to be on
the Public Accounts Committee and at many meetings have listened to and shared the Auditor-General’s
concerns about the financial management of Indigenous councils. | share these concerns with the Auditor-
General, the committee of the last parliament and this parliament and other members in this House, but |
do not believe the problem is best fixed by getting rid of local government altogether in this area.

The problem with this bureaucratic, centralised, ‘one size fits all’ solution is that it completely ignores
the inherent nature and culture of each of the individual communities in the Torres Strait and northern
peninsula. | would suggest that we need a combination of support for them as individual communities but
also to support them with people with suitable skills so that they can have sound financial management.
These are the issues that the Auditor-General had constantly raised at our meetings. Other regional
councils that were not Indigenous councils have also had troubles with audit time frames due to problems
recruiting staff, and they are things that these Indigenous councils have had to deal with. When we
debated the principal act | mentioned then that there are no two towns the same over the length and
breadth of Queensland, and as shadow health minister | have been lucky enough to travel to more and
more parts of the state and | can attest to the truth of this statement.

It is particularly true of far-north Queensland, where so much of our Indigenous culture and history is
amassed. This bill, which facilitates the regionalisation of local government in these communities, ignores
completely the individual, unique, historical and cultural aspects of the communities that will be affected by
this bill. | acknowledge that those factors have to be balanced by rigorous fiscal arrangements, but | do not
believe that that means dissolving or amalgamating all 17 councils.

As | mentioned before, the Queensland coalition is concerned about local government reform. We
are passionate about bringing a sense of community back to Queensland. The Queensland coalition has a
comprehensive policy on forced council amalgamations, particularly those affecting Torres Strait islands.
Our local voice, local choice paper presents a considered, pragmatic, effective solution for better managing
regional Aboriginal communities in far-north Queensland. A couple of these solutions deal with fiscal
arrangements. If those councils had joint local government financial arrangements, it would bring the
accountability that is so necessary to these communities but without amalgamating them completely and
taking away so much of their identity.

| want to acknowledge the member for Warrego and my other coalition colleagues for the job they
have done. They have been very vocal on this issue. The kind of thinking that we need in Queensland is
the idea that government does not make Queensland the great place that it is but rather it is the people in
the communities who make up this great state. Taking the axe to local communities will destroy some of
Queensland’s uniqueness, particularly in the culture-rich areas of the Torres Strait. For this reason, |
cannot support this bill.

File name: lang2007_11_15_83.fm Page : 2 of 2



	Local Government and Other Legislation (Indigenous Regional Councils) Amendment Bill; Local Government Amendment Bill
	Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise-Lib) (4.23 pm): I rise to speak to this cognate debate concerning local government in Queensland-...
	One of the bills before the House today reforms the Local Government Reform Implementation Act 2007 passed in this House in Augu...
	We have made it absolutely clear that that part of the legislation will not be enforced. It will fall off the statute books ... by itself by March next year. So it is over, it is finished, it is gone, it is done ...

	The only thing over, finished, gone, done is the former Premier himself. The dictatorial provisions threatening councils which t...
	The Local Government Amendment Bill 2007 will remove the offending provisions preventing locals governments from conducting poll...
	The second bill, the Local Government and Other Legislation (Indigenous Regional Councils) Amendment Bill 2007, seeks to amend a...
	The problem with this bureaucratic, centralised, ‘one size fits all’ solution is that it completely ignores the inherent nature ...
	It is particularly true of far-north Queensland, where so much of our Indigenous culture and history is amassed. This bill, whic...
	As I mentioned before, the Queensland coalition is concerned about local government reform. We are passionate about bringing a s...
	I want to acknowledge the member for Warrego and my other coalition colleagues for the job they have done. They have been very v...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


